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1763 October 16, 1903 

Provisional diagnosis of plague 1 

Eats examined bacteriologically 4-t 

Number showing pest infection 

Places limed and disinfected 1, 022 

Times streets swept 3 

Sewers flushed 16 

Sewers rebaited with rat poison 12 

Notices to abate plumbing nuisances 23 

Plumbing nuisances abated 3 

Plumbing nuisances undergoing abatement 52 

Total number of plumbing inspections 131 

Blue. 

Inspection service, Mexican border — Precautions against yellow fever 

at Eagle Pass. 

Eagle Pass, Tex., September 30, 19 3. 

Sib: I have the honor to inform you that this county and State are 
becoming much exercised over the yellow fever situation in Mexico. 

The county officials requested the State to have all mail from Mexico 
fumigated before allowing same to enter the State. The State quar- 
antine officer here was ordered by the State health officer, Doctor 
Tabor, to disinfect all mail. * * * 

The whole of the quarantine work here practically devolves upon 
the Service, and I am on the go at all hours, answering questions and 
allaying fear. 

A quarantine is to be established at Reata, Mexico, by the State of 
Coahuila (Mexico) against Monterey. This will be accomplished in a 
few days. 

The Federal (Mexican) health officer at Ciudad Porfirio Diaz, Mexico, 
is boarding all trains coming into Diaz and inspecting same for suspi- 
cious cases, also taking note of persons arriving from infected locali- 
ties, and giving me all of the information which he secures, thus 
making the quarantine here practically impossible to pass. 

1 also have a guard in Mexico to meet the incoming trains, who takes 
note of all persons arriving in Diaz. This guard then crosses the 
river to this side, reports what he has learned, and what the Mexican 
health officer (Doctor Carter) has to say. 

In other words, all persons arriving in Diaz are spotted. I get 
their descriptions and turn them over to the guards on the bridges. 
Besides this, I know of every ticket sold at Monterey and other points 
on the Mexican International Railroad. 

I am free to state that I think it impossible for anyone to get here 
without my knowledge. 

Respectfully, Lea Hume, 

Acting Assistant Surgeon in Charge. 
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Eagle Pass, Tex., October 8, 1903. 
Wyman, Washington: 

Evidence accepted here by Service and State representative that 
passenger traffic is not from infected places in Mexico comprises state- 
ment under oath by passenger, corroborated by examination of railroad 
ticket, marks on baggage, and report of railroad officials. Reata, on 
Mexican International Railroad, in Coahuila State, is key to passenger 
traffic to Eagle Pass from infected localities in Mexico. Mexican 
quarantine authorities have established detention camp there. Will 
report as observations are completed. Address me care Hume. 

Lumsden. 

Eagle Pass, Tex., October 1%, 1903. 
Wyman, Washington: 

Made practically house-to-house inspection Quemado; found 8 cases 
undoubted malaria; no indications yellow fever. River there now 
high, consequently very few attempt crossing from Mexico. Consider 
nry remaining longer at Eagle Pass unnecessary. Hume is handling 
situation well. 

Lumsden. 

Washington, October 13, 1903. 

Lumsden, Care Hume, Eagle Pass, Tex. : 

Proceed immediately to El Paso and assume temporary charge of 
station. Alexander directed to report to you. Wertenbaker will 
remain a day or so to post you on situation. 

Wyman. 

Eagle Pass, Tex., October 13, 1903. 
Wyman, Washington: 
Order received. Will depart to-morrow morning. 

Lumsden. 

Washington, October 13, 1903. 

Wertenbaker, Sheldon Hotel, El Paso, Tex. : 

Lumsden ordered to El Paso to assume temporary charge of station. 
Alexander directed to report to him. Instruct Lumsden on all points 
mentioned in your correspondence. 

Wyman. 

Yellow fever at Laredo and vicinity. 

Laredo, Tex., October 8, 1903. 
Wyman, Washington: 

Usual continual run confirmed 20 cases. Doctor McKnight will 
recover. 

Murray. 



